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North 
Africa 
Story



The picture to the left is of a young Muslim man who had 
given his life to Christ and was getting ready to be baptized in 
a swimming pool by two Crossover Global missionaries. The 
picture is one of my most favorite baptism photos because 
the two Crossover Global teammates and the new follower 
of Christ were all wearing swimming caps. The baptism 
ceremony had taken place in a spa that required everyone 
entering the water to wear bathing caps. Every time I look at 
that picture I laugh, probably because I have known the two 
Crossover Global missionaries for as long as I have.

Now, after a trip to Central Asia, I know the third man in 
the photograph as well. I had the opportunity to travel to 
Azerbaijan to help our growing staff train current and future 
church planters not only from Azerbaijan, but also from Iran, 
Turkmenistan and Turkey. The young man who was in the 
baptism picture attended the training. I spent several days 
with him. 

Having grown up in the country of Iran, he has a love for his 
countrymen and wants them to know the love and forgiveness 
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of God through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. He 
asked to be trained for the purpose of returning to his Iranian 
homeland and starting churches by leading people to the 
Lord.

At the end of the training, he invited me and a few other 
staff members to eat dinner in his home. He also invited his 
Muslim sister, a dentist, because she had recently begun 
seeking a relationship with God in response to the dramatic 
change she had seen in his life. Like the vast majority of 
people living in Azerbaijan, she would be what I call a cultural 
Muslim. Meaning that, though she did not faithfully practice 
her Islamic faith, she would call herself a Muslim; very much 
like many people in America might call themselves Christians, 
but rarely go to church or even believe in God. 

After dinner, the sister shared that she was searching for a 
relationship with God and had been meeting with one of 
Crossover Global’s female workers for three months. I told 
her that if she were interested, I could show her a verse in 
the Bible that would show her where she was in her spiritual 
journey as well as what steps she would need to take to get 
right with God. Very politely and sincerely she asked me to 
show her the verse.

Not knowing Farsi, the Iranian language, I asked the Crossover 
Global missionary who had been translating for us to write 
the words to John 3:16 on a piece of paper. I then explained 
the four truths found in that amazing verse: God’s purpose for 
man (relationship), man’s problem before God (disobedience), 
God’s remedy for man (Jesus) and man’s response to God 
(faith). She had many questions, but the Spirit of God was 
obviously drawing her as her tears (and mine) began to flow. 
After a long conversation she asked if she could receive 
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Christ right then. We knelt and 
her brother began praying 
powerfully for her. The sister 
then asked God to forgive 
her and give her the gift of 
eternal life. The Crossover 
Global missionary then closed 
that sacred moment in a final 
prayer. When we opened 
our eyes, we beheld a very 
different lady, one changed 
for eternity. I doubt the story is 
over. As we prayed, someone 
else in the room was watching, 
the mother of the brother and 
sister. 

Who would have thought 
that a dinner invitation would 
turn into a gospel invitation?

You just never know what God 
is going to do next.

____________________

This story was provided by Bill 
Jones the Co-Founder and 
President of Crossover Global.

Some names and locations have been omitted for 
security reasons.
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Dreams 
and 
Visions



I dream every night. In color. Vividly. And I remember two to 
three of my dreams the next morning. I remember some of 
my dreams for years. I still remember dreaming in 1979 that 
someone was holding me under water and I was drowning. 
That’s forty years ago! When I woke up I was thrashing my 
arms in the air… while my wife Debby, sound asleep, had the 
palm of her hand on my forehead. In another dream from that 
same year Debby and I were fishing and she kept catching 
fish so quickly that I never had time to fish due to baiting her 
hook and taking the fish off her line. I distinctly remember 
telling her in my dream, “It’s just not fair if you catch ALL the 
fish.”

Dreams and Vision in the Middle East

Those dreams are nothing in comparison to the dreams and 
visions occurring throughout the Muslim world. God is using 
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them to bring thousands of 
people to faith in Christ! I 
once  watched two videos 
taken by the wife of one of our 
workers serving in a Middle 
Eastern country that is listed 
among those most dangerous 
to follow Jesus. The first video 
showed the church planter 
sharing the gospel with a Shia 
Muslim. At the end of the 
video the Muslim man asks 
Jesus Christ to forgive him 
of his sins and give him the 
free gift of eternal life. In the 
background you see the wife 
of the man who just accepted 
Christ. She does not seem to 
be very happy. She did not 
want her spouse to give his 
heart to the Lord.

Later that night the Muslim 
wife sat up in bed. While her 
husband slept beside her, she 
had a vision. (A vision is like 
having a dream except you 
are awake.) She saw a throne 
hovering over her husband’s 
chest. It disturbed her greatly. 
Not having someone in her 
life with whom she could 
discuss spiritual matters, 
she contacted the female 
missionary who had videoed 
her husband and asked if they 
could get together. When she 
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arrived, the Muslim told her about the unusual vision of a 
throne hovering above her husband’s chest. The female 
worker told the Muslim woman that when her husband had 
invited Christ into his life, Jesus had taken up residence in his 
heart as King and kings always sit upon thrones. That was all 
it took. 

The second video I watched showed the Muslim woman 
smiling from ear to ear as she talked about inviting Christ to 
sit upon the throne of her own heart and be the King of her 
life. 

Another Kind of Dream

Not only do I frequently dream at night, but I also often dream 
throughout the day of Crossover Global planting tens of 
thousands of multiplying churches around the world among 
unreached people groups, particularly Muslims and Hindus.

____________________

This story was provided by Bill Jones the Co-Founder and 
President of Crossover Global.

Some names and locations have been omitted for security reasons.
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How To 
Grow 
Spiritually 
Strong



A young man, Omer, started coming to Bible study.  After 
a long struggle, he came to faith in Jesus.  Since then, I've 
been walking through a time of spiritual growth with him.  

At the beginning he was a hot flame of faith.  He was constantly 
reading his Bible and he went on a service trip to another city.  
He was filled with the peace and presence of God.  

Not long after, as one might expect, he faced trials and they 
pulled him away.  He became fearful of telling his family about 
his new faith.  He wrestled with temptation and didn't always 
win.  When he failed, he was overcome with guilt causing him 
to isolate himself.  He new Jesus calls him to love others, but 
he was easily irritated by people. 

Then came a breakthrough.  

One day Omer got so angry that he punched a wall and 
broke some bones in his hand.  It was a wake-up call for him 
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that he'd let his anger harm his life.  He knew he needed to 
get back to a closer relationship with God, but this reminder 
was a bit more forceful.  Instead of continuing down the same 
path, he decided to make some changes.  

Around this same time, Omer’s old friend, Yusuf, moved back 
to our city.  They used to be friends but they had a falling out 
several years ago and have been angry at each other ever 
since.  Yusuf has several mutual friends with Omer, so they 
ended up seeing each other a few times and things got tense.  
I encouraged Omer to forgive Yusuf but he was extremely 
resistant.  I was having dinner with Omer and out of nowhere 
he said to me, "I know God wants me to forgive Yusuf, I just 
don't want to do it!”  It was amazing that Omer recognized 
God's voice and was wrestling with it.  Soon after we got 
together again and I asked Omer about his relationship with 
Yusuf, he smiled real big and said, "Aw we made up, I just 
told him that we shouldn't let that old problem keep us from 
being friends.”  

The same week, Omer broke up with his girlfriend.  She is 
a believer and a wonderful lady, but he realized that their 
relationship wasn't healthy and that they were holding 
each other back instead of pushing each other forward 
toward Christ.  Letting go can be painfully difficult.  I am so 
encouraged that he saw this need and made the decision on 
his own.

Through it all I had sleepless nights of prayer and worry about 
Omer.  I would drop everything at a moment’s notice when 
he needed me.  I forgave him when he offended me, and I 
tried to wait patiently when there was nothing else I could do.  
One night, Omer sent me a message. First came the verse, 
2 Samuel 1:26, "Jonathan, I miss you most! I loved you like a 
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brother.  You were truly loyal to 
me more faithful than a wife to 
her husband".  Next he wrote, 
"Hey dude, I wanted to send 
this to you.  You were always 
sincere to me and always so 
faithful in our friendship.”  I 
was blown away at his words.  

As I look back, there are a few 
lessons I'm taking away from 
what I've seen in Omer's life.  I 
pray that God would continue 
to build Omer up into a 
powerful man of God. 

___________________________

Behind every church that is 
planted through Crossover 
Global there are teammates 
who are building relationships, 
investing in the lives of 
believers, and planting seeds 
of the Gospel. Progress of 
the Gospel among unreached 
Turks does not come easily. 
This story provided by a 
Crossover Global worker is just 
one example of the diligent 
work of our teammates in this 
region of the world. 

Some names and locations have been 
omitted for security reasons.
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